
 
 

Candidate Biography 
Maria Ordonez 
 

Maria is an organizer, activist, and working-class Latina. She is the 
daughter of Ecuadorian immigrants and has lived in West Harlem her entire 
life. Maria understands firsthand what it means to go through New York City’s 
public school system and the hardships of living in an underserved 
community of color. She has also seen her college, Columbia University, 
rapidly gentrify her community and displace her neighbors. That’s why she is 
running to represent the people who live in District 7 on the City Council. 

Maria became an organizer because she witnessed the struggles of her 
community.  This led her to organize in her community through local 
gardens, her local church, and her building, 3333 Broadway, where she has 
advocated for tenants’ rights and environmental justice. She believes that 
everyone deserves the right to a clean environment and has organized a 
recycling initiative in 3333 Broadway, where recycling was introduced and 
tenants learned that they have the power to make a difference in their 
environment. 

 Maria was inspired by Bernie Sanders’s campaign for president 
because she realized the power that workers have when they stand together. 
Maria organized on her campus for striking graduate workers, in her 
community for a democratically controlled utility company, a Green New 
Deal, and for a society where we put people over profits. She has registered 
working-class people of color to vote and reminded them that together, they 
can make their voices heard and win what they deserve.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maria Ordonez 2021 
www.mariaordonez.nyc 

Facebook: @MariaOrdonezNYC | Twitter: @MariaOrdonezNYC | Instagram: @mariaordoneznyc 
Press Contact: Rowan Shnir, press@mariaordonez.nyc, (732) 640-6148 

 
Version updated : 2021-01-19 10:15:30 

http://www.mariaordonez.nyc/
https://www.facebook.com/MariaOrdonezNYC
https://twitter.com/MariaOrdonezNYC
https://www.instagram.com/mariaordoneznyc/


 
 

About Maria Ordoñez 
Maria Ordonez is running for City Council as a Democrat in New 

York's 7th District. Maria is running for City Council because she believes 
that the working class people deserve a seat at the table and to be heard at 
City Hall. Maria is making history by running as the youngest Latina to ever 
run for City Council in the City of New York.  

New York has a huge affordable housing crisis, displaced 
communities, and people are actively suffering from lack of access to food 
and quality healthcare. Politicians have forgotten our communities, rich 
people continue to get rich, and working-class people continue to struggle 
to survive. We need true representation and someone who will fight so that 
everyone has the right to healthcare, food, a good home, an education, and 
a good job. Maria will bring the voices of Council District 7 to City Hall and 
fight for a more just and equitable society for everyone. 

Maria is running because Council District 7 deserves a working-class 
leader. She has been endorsed by Grassroots Action New York (GANY), the 
New York Progressive Action Network (NYPAN), and the Peruvian 
American Coalition of New York (PAC-NY). Together we can continue to 
fuel a people-powered movement that will bring working-class voices to 
the table at City Hall! 
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Candidate Q&A 
Why are you running for City Council? 

I am running for City Council because it’s time that City Council District 7 
have true representation. I am a lifelong resident of West Harlem and I 
have seen working class communities of color like mine go ignored by our 
elected officials for far too long. Our local government has failed to provide 
for people of color, especially in the time of COVID-19. Growing up, I have 
seen my neighbors and friends displaced due to the negative effects of 
gentrification, I know what it means to attend a public school, and I know 
what it means to live in Council District 7. From a young age I have been 
involved in my community and have since been fighting for tenants’ rights, 
environmental justice, and to ensure that my community’s voice is heard. I 
believe that running is for everyone and it should not be limited to the rich, 
established, or well-connected. I am the youngest woman to be running for 
office in New York City and as a grassroots movement we will fight to 
address Council District 7’s most pressing issues. 

 

What makes you the best candidate for the job? 

I am the best candidate for the job because being born and raised in West 
Harlem my lived experiences in the district are invaluable. Having received 
all of my education from the district, I know first hand that it is vital that we 
fund schools in communities of color to ensure that everyone receives 
quality education. Having lived in the largest building in the district my 
entire life, I know the negative effects that gentrification can have. It is 
extremely important that we ensure that we can provide truly affordable 
housing to black and brown people and invest in repairs and provide jobs 
for NYCHA residents. These people, who are my friends and neighbors, are 
the backbone of the district and we need to ensure that every District 7 
resident has a dignified job and a place to call home. I have walked the 
streets of District 7 my entire life, I have organized in my district, I have 
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volunteered around my community, I have advocated for environmental 
justice, I have politically organized to ensure that black and brown voices 
are heard, and I am running as the voice of the people in Council District 7.   

 

What is your political background? What experiences have made 
you suitable for local political office?  

When I was 18 years old I ran for County Committee, a volunteer party 
elected position to represent my election district. I ran a grassroots 
campaign by knocking on every door and talking to every voter of my 
district. I won the election and became one of the youngest county 
committee members in the City of New York. Additionally, I am an 
organizer from the Bernie Sanders 2020 Presidential campaign. I was 
recently elected as a presidential delegate to represent Bernie and NY 
Congressional District 13 in the 2020 Democratic National Convention, and 
received around 14k votes and became the youngest woman of color to 
ever get elected for this position in the State of New York. While organizing 
grassroots movement campaigns within the city and my community I 
know we will build a grassroots movement that addresses issues with 
housing, education, and criminal justice with my City Council campaign. I 
am suitable for local office because I am not tied down to developers, 
police money, or the political establishment and I know what my 
community needs and I am ready to continue to fight for them in City Hall.  

 

What do you believe are the three most pressing concerns in your 
district?  

Three of Council District 7’s most pressing issues have to do with 
gentrification and providing truly affordable housing, fully funding our 
schools, and a humane criminal justice system that ends the over-policing 
of our communities of color. 
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What are the most important issues or policies for your campaign? 

It is extremely important that we stop selling our communities to private 
developers and ensure that we have permanently affordable housing. Living 
in Harlem my whole life, I have seen increasing rent, rezoning that has led to 
gentrification, and politicians who have failed communities like mine. Public 
housing complexes are deteriorating, tenants are being ignored, and housing 
is no longer affordable for average working-class tenants. This is why I am 
fighting to fully fund and expand public housing, give democratic control to 
public housing tenants, and for permanently affordable housing.  
 
Similarly, it is vital that we continue to provide and invest in the future of our 
city and fully fund public education, especially in communities of color. 
Growing up in the NYC public school system I have firsthand seen how 
segregated the system can be. In one of the most segregated school systems 
in the country, working-class students of color do not receive the same 
quality education and opportunities that they deserve. We need to take 
money from our NYPD budget and reinvest in schools to ensure that every 
school has access to a nurse, a counselor, a library, and college preparation; 
and ensure that every student has free access to public transportation. The 
youth of New York is our future and more than 50 million students go 
through our public school system to receive an education. We need to fully 
fund our public schools and truly provide a quality education for the future of 
our city. 
 
On top of this, we need to transform our criminal justice system which is 
rooted in racism and the marginalization of people of color. While in the 
streets protesting police brutality and demanding justice, it was clear that we 
must end the over-policing of our communities. There is no reason why being 
black, brown, or poor should be a crime. Nobody should be targeted or 
harassed by police for the color of their skin or social status. I am advocating 
and fighting for truly defunding the NYPD and reinvesting that money in 
schools, our communities of color, and a just recovery from COVID-19, 
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removing police from schools, disarming the NYPD and ending 
“broken-windows” policing and the school to prison pipeline, which 
disproportionately targets people of color. I know that reform will not fix this, 
so we need to completely transform our criminal justice system to a more 
humane system and begin to invest in our communities. 
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